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Management, Alaska State Office, 222 
West Seventh Avenue, #13, Anchorage, 
Alaska 99513–7599.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Christy Favorite by phone at 907–271–
5656, or by e-mail at 
cfavorit@ak.blm.gov.

Christy Favorite, 
Land Law Examiner, Branch of ANCSA 
Adjudication.
[FR Doc. 03–19203 Filed 7–28–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310–$$–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Reclamation 

[DES03–44] 

Ten-Year Water Exchange Agreements 
With Mendota Pool Group, California

AGENCY: Bureau of Reclamation, 
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of availability of a draft 
environmental impact statement (EIS) 
and request for comment. 

SUMMARY: The Department of the 
Interior, Bureau of Reclamation 
(Reclamation), has prepared a draft EIS, 
pursuant to the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA), to evaluate the 
proposed exchange of up to 25,000 acre-
feet of water per year over a 10-year 
period with the Mendota Pool Group. 

The purpose of the proposed project 
is to provide water to irrigable lands on 
Mendota Pool Group properties in 
Westlands Water District and San Luis 
Water District to offset substantial 
reductions in contract water supplies 
attributable to the Central Valley Project 
Improvement Act (CVPIA), the 
Endangered Species Act listings and 
regulations, and new Bay-Delta water 
quality rules. This water would thereby 
enable the Mendota Pool Group farmers 
to maintain production on historically 
irrigated lands. The project is not 
intended to increase the amount of 
water for farming activities but would 
replace some of the contract water lost 
because of increased environmental 
regulations that restrict water deliveries 
south of the export pumps at Tracy, 
California. 

Reclamation has obtained public 
input on the scope of the project and 
potential alternatives through comment 
letters and a public scoping meeting. 
The EIS addresses the comments 
received. 

There are no known Indian Trust 
Assets or environmental justice issues 
associated with the proposed action.
DATES: The draft EIS is available for a 
60-day public comment period ending 

on September 29, 2003. Submit written 
comments on the draft EIS on or before 
this date at the address provided below.
ADDRESSES: The draft EIS may be 
obtained by contacting Mr. David Young 
at the address provided below. The draft 
EIS is also available on the Internet at 
http://www.usbr.gov or http://
www.entrix.com. 

Written comments on the draft EIS 
should be sent to Mr. David Young, 
Bureau of Reclamation, South-Central 
California Area Office, 1243 N Street, 
Fresno CA 93721–1813; by telephone at 
559–487–5127; (TDD 559–487–5933); by 
e-mail at dkyoung@mp.usbr.gov; or 
faxed to 559–487–5397.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Young, Environmental Specialist, at the 
above address or by telephone at 559–
487–5127 or TDD 559–487–5933.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Delta 
export service area of the Central Valley 
Project (CVP) has total contractual 
obligations and delivery losses of 
approximately 3.45 million acre-feet per 
year. The theoretical maximum 
pumping capability of CVP facilities 
serving this area is approximately 3.09 
million acre-feet per year. Available 
supplies are apportioned under a 
hierarchy of allocation in which 
agricultural water service contracts, 
totaling about 1.85 million acre-feet per 
year, are provided water only after all 
other obligations are met. 
Implementation of the CVPIA (1992), 
Endangered Species Act (1993–1995) 
and revised Bay-Delta water quality 
standards have further reduced 
pumping capabilities and water 
supplies available to agricultural 
contractors. Currently these parties can 
expect to receive a long-term average 
supply of about 50 to 55 percent of 
contract water as compared to a pre-
1992 average of 88 to 92 percent. 

Alternatives identified and evaluated 
provide for continued agricultural 
production, and include the proposed 
project, construction of new wells, and 
fallowing of farmland. The project 
proponents propose to pump up to 
269,600 acre-feet of groundwater over 
the 10-year period from non-CVP wells 
located adjacent to the Mendota Pool 
into the Mendota Pool to make up for 
a portion of the annual shortfall in the 
contract water to be delivered via the 
CVP. The actual quantity of water to be 
pumped would depend on whether the 
year is classified as wet (0 acre-feet per 
year), normal (maximum of 31,600 acre-
feet per year), or dry (maximum of 
40,000 acre-feet per year). Of the total 
quantity pumped each year, a maximum 
of 25,000 acre-feet would be exchanged 
with Reclamation. This water would be 

made available to Reclamation in the 
Mendota Pool to offset their existing 
water contract obligations. In exchange, 
Reclamation would make an equivalent 
amount of CVP water available to the 
members of the Mendota Pool Group for 
irrigation purposes at Check 13 of the 
Delta-Mendota Canal. Any quantity of 
water pumped beyond the 25,000 acre-
feet exchanged would be delivered 
directly to other lands that are presently 
under irrigation around the Pool. As 
part of this program, a maximum of 
12,000 acre-feet per year of groundwater 
would be pumped from deep wells (i.e., 
screened interval greater than 130 feet 
deep), with the remainder coming from 
shallow wells (i.e., screened interval 
less than 130 feet deep). The proposed 
project will comply with the terms 
specified in the Settlement Agreement 
for Mendota Pool Transfer Pumping 
Program, effective January 1, 2001. 

The primary environmental resource 
issues that are evaluated in the EIS 
include groundwater levels, 
groundwater quality, subsidence, 
surface water quality, and biological 
resources. Other resource areas 
evaluated include cost of water, CVP 
operations, archaeological and cultural 
resources, Indian Trust assets, 
environmental justice, socioeconomic 
resources, land use, transportation, air 
quality, and noise. 

The environmental review was 
conducted pursuant to NEPA, the 
Endangered Species Act, and other 
applicable laws, and analyzes the 
potential environmental impacts of 
implementing each of the feasible 
alternatives. The EIS is based upon 
previously prepared environmental 
reports and ongoing monitoring 
activities. Public input on alternatives 
and the criteria for evaluation of the 
alternatives was obtained through the 
initial scoping meeting and initial 
comment letters. 

Our practice is to make comments, 
including names and home addresses of 
respondents, available for public 
review. Individual respondents may 
request that we withhold their home 
address from public disclosure, which 
we will honor to the extent allowable by 
law. There also may be circumstances in 
which we would withhold a 
respondent’s identity from public 
disclosure, as allowable by law. If you 
wish us to withhold your name and/or 
address, you must state this 
prominently at the beginning of your 
comment letter. We will make all 
submissions from organizations or 
businesses, and from individuals 
identifying themselves as 
representatives or officials of
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organizations or businesses, available 
for public disclosure in their entirety.

Dated: April 23, 2003. 
Frank Michny, 
Regional Environmental Officer, Mid-Pacific 
Region.
[FR Doc. 03–19264 Filed 7–28–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310–MN–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Reclamation 

Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive 
Management Work Group (AMWG); 
Notice of Meeting

AGENCY: Bureau of Reclamation, 
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of conference call and 
public meetings. 

SUMMARY: The Adaptive Management 
Program (AMP) was implemented as a 
result of the Record of Decision on the 
Operation of Glen Canyon Dam Final 
Environmental Impact Statement to 
comply with consultation requirements 
of the Grand Canyon Protection Act 
(Pub. L. 102–575) of 1992. The AMP 
provides an organization and process to 
ensure the use of scientific information 
in decision making concerning Glen 
Canyon Dam operations and protection 
of the affected resources consistent with 
the Grand Canyon Protection Act. The 
AMP has been organized and includes 
a federal advisory committee (AMWG), 
a technical work group (TWG), a 
monitoring and research center, and 
independent review panels. The TWG is 
a subcommittee of the AMWG and 
provides technical advice and 
information for the AMWG to act upon.
DATES: The AMWG will conduct the 
following conference call: Friday, 
August 8, 2003. The conference call will 
begin at 9 a.m. and conclude at 11 a.m. 
Mountain Time. 

Agenda: The purpose of the 
conference call will be to seek approval 
from the AMWG to modify the ongoing 
mechanical removal of non-native fish 
in Grand Canyon during the remainder 
of Federal fiscal year 2003. The 
proposed modification, which would 
involve moving the mechanical removal 
effort further downstream of the Little 
Colorado River, was stimulated by a 
greater than expected success in these 
efforts. The involved Federal action 
agencies would like to initiate the 
change in the proposed action beginning 
in August and therefore need to do so 
prior to the AMWG meeting scheduled 
for August 13–14, 2003. 

To Register for the conference call, 
please contact Linda Whetton at (801) 

524–3880 at least two (2) days prior to 
the call. You will be given the phone 
number and password at that time. 

Date and Location: The AMWG will 
conduct the following public meeting: 
Phoenix, Arizona—August 13 to August 
14, 2003. The meeting will begin at 9:30 
a.m. and conclude at 5 p.m. on the first 
day and will begin at 8 a.m. and 
conclude at noon on the second day. 
The meeting will be held at the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs—Western Regional 
Office, 2 Arizona Center, 400 N. 5th 
Street, Conference Rooms A and B (12th 
Floor), Phoenix, Arizona. 

Agenda: The purpose of the meeting 
will be to discuss the FY 2004 budget, 
temperature control device risk 
assessment, proposed modification of 
non-native fish mechanical removal, 
feasibility report on humpback chub 
augmentation, experimental flows, basin 
hydrology, environmental compliance, 
and other administrative and resource 
issues pertaining to the AMP. In 
addition, the Humpback Chub Ad Hoc 
Group will present their Final Report. 
The Ad Hoc Committee on What’s In/
Out of the AMP (AHCIO) and will 
provide an update and the Strategic 
Plan Ad Hoc Committee will provide 
comments to the AMWG relative to their 
review of the Draft Tribal Consultation 
Plan. 

Date and Location: The TWG will 
conduct the following public meeting: 
Phoenix, Arizona ‘‘October 1 to October 
2, 2003. The meeting will begin at 9:30 
a.m. and conclude at 5 p.m. on the first 
day and will begin at 8 a.m. and 
conclude at noon on the second day. 
The meeting will be held at the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs—Western Regional 
Office, 2 Arizona Center, 400 N. 5th 
Street, Conference Rooms A and B (12th 
Floor), Phoenix, Arizona. 

Agenda: The purpose of the meeting 
will be to discuss the BioWest data for 
downstream of Diamond Creek, multi-
attribute tradeoff process, status report 
on mechanical removal work, vegetation 
mapping by GCMRC, non-native fish 
control, tribal consultation plan, and re-
initiation of the SCORE (The State of 
Natural and Cultural Resources in the 
Colorado River Ecosystem) Report, ad 
hoc group updates, basin hydrology, 
environmental compliance, and other 
administrative and resource issues 
pertaining to the AMP. 

To allow full consideration of 
information by the AMWG or TWG 
members, written notice must be 
provided to Dennis Kubly, Bureau of 
Reclamation, Upper Colorado Regional 
Office, 125 South State Street, Room 
6107, Salt Lake City, Utah, 84138; 
telephone (801) 524–3715; faxogram 
(801) 524–3858; e-mail at 

dkubly@uc.usbr.gov (5) days prior to the 
meeting. Any written comments 
received will be provided to the AMWG 
and TWG members prior to the meeting.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Dennis Kubly, telephone (801) 524–
3715; faxogram (801) 524–3858; or via e-
mail at dkubly@uc.usbr.gov.

Dated: July 14, 2003. 
Dennis Kubly, 
Chief, Adaptive Management Group, 
Environmental Resources Division, Upper 
Colorado Regional Office.
[FR Doc. 03–19200 Filed 7–28–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310–MN–P

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
COMMISSION 

[USITC SE–03–025] 

Sunshine Act Meeting

AGENCY HOLDING THE MEETING: United 
States International Trade Commission.
TIME AND DATE: August 5, 2003 at 10 a.m.
PLACE: Room 101, 500 E Street, SW., 
Washington, DC 20436, Telephone: 
(202) 205–2000.
STATUS: Open to the public.
MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED:

1. Agenda for future meetings: none. 
2. Minutes. 
3. Ratification List. 
4. Inv. No. TA–421–3 (Market 

Disruption) (Certain Brake Drums and 
Rotors from China)—briefing and vote. 
(The Commission is currently scheduled 
to transmit its determination to the 
President and United States Trade 
Representative on August 5, 2003; 
Commissioners’ opinions and 
recommendations on remedy, if 
necessary, are currently scheduled to be 
transmitted to the President and United 
States Trade Representative on or before 
August 25, 2003.) 

5. Inv. No. 731–TA–1046 
(Preliminary) (Tetrahydrofurfuryl 
Alcohol from China)—briefing and vote. 
(The Commission is currently scheduled 
to transmit its determination to the 
Secretary of Commerce on or before 
August 7, 2003; Commissioners’ 
opinions are currently scheduled to be 
transmitted to the Secretary of 
Commerce on or before August 14, 
2003.) 

6. Outstanding action jackets: none. 
In accordance with Commission 

policy, subject matter listed above, not 
disposed of at the scheduled meeting, 
may be carried over to the agenda of the 
following meeting.

Issued: July 24, 2003.

VerDate jul<14>2003 19:55 Jul 28, 2003 Jkt 200001 PO 00000 Frm 00023 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\29JYN1.SGM 29JYN1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-03-03T15:06:58-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




